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Gechon 1: Introduchon 


This rei section will start m fe mtroduchop sechon "1.1 decusemg he subiect of (us Dotper, 
Gechon 1./ gies an overview of he heion of (e Letzebuergesch Language, followed Dy sechon 
IA (e Dresent day Jonguage aituaton subdvided mio 131 Gpezkers "137 fe olmgoual 
situston, 133 e uses Tor Letzebuergesch The Jost sechon 14 deals wi some Genera 
Ingutstc aspech of he Letzebuergesch Jonguage. 

1. lotroduchon 

Accordmg o Moulm (LE 20011 Letzebuergesch! he national oanguage of fe Grand Duchy ot 
Luxembourg (ot 19804, je one of (e Jeaet Wngustcalhy mvestgated ongusages mm Eummpe In 
addton, he aset code orammar of fe West-Gemanc oanguage dates back o Bruch m "10bh 
(Gilles and Moulin 2002) and m fe age ot pell checkers and orammar checkerg, am Inguste 
esearch m Letzebuergesch would be welcome, bence, Jor mstance, The CORTINA Droe 
(Mousel 20021 or he development of a neu Letzebuergesch dchonanm. 


This paper will concentrate on fe verb ginn "To give" wich not on ac ae a ulverb, hereafter 
also reiered o as fe evical use, but aeo acte as a Copula, an evistental predicate, a Dossive 


allan, and ae a Copndronal modal, 


Paralels will be drawn from ofher German onguages such ae German (erezatter reierred Io a 


NH) or Englteh, and features of orammatcaltsaton and ausiltaton will be descrbed 


AL is pomt, he author of (us Daper would We o spehy fat he wrtes Letzebuergesch 
acCordimg Io fe eiomed Letzebuergesch spellng ules accordmg jo Réglement (0001. Am 
spellmg misiäkes are maduertent Note fat Is has been chosen Io apell "Letzebuergesch" 


without daciüce (e no lëtzebuergesch"! because of spellmg Copnvenience, 


12 Overview ol he Histon of De Letzebuergesch Language 

Letzebuergesch Is däsaitied as a WestGemantc Jongusge, and spechcalhy Im German 
dalecholog ae a West-Francontan Janguage, wich bes onhy Dart undergone e German 
Gecond Sound Ght (Keller 10611 1e not Tulhy Tncatvised nopn-medhal voiceless plosives. 


1 olher jemms ound m Iterature Lëtzebuergesch, Letzebueroeh, Luxembourgish, Lusembourgan, Luxembourgeois 


S 
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Letzebuergesch NHG Englteh 


Tricattvisation KI w-zlrei Ze Dme 


maachen JKiz jw ` ëchen ` "ke 


Duert Ipizs II Dot village "omg" 
no frtcativisation ` Datt dass Wat 

ba? Biete Dipe 

Up auf on 


Table 1. The German Second Sound Shift m Letzebuergesch 


The name Tor We countm dates back Io 0673 wen Siegfried Jor Sgeiror, Count of Ardennes, 
aCOuIred ap old Roman ookout ower Dy fe Benecdhchne abbey of Ter (Trëvesl, The name ot 
Wat umed ortress was Luclmnburbuc (tte borough), Whereas Letzebuergesch has kent (e 


original Jrel afircate, other onguages developed (e Jksl afirtcate Luxembourg (Cngltsh and 


French) or Luxembumg (NHG)L 


Ae or Ve native oangousage spoken m Luxembourg, "has been reierred jo as "bad Geman and a 
Commun French" m 1806 (Hollenteltz "10309 and Rinnen "10901 ted m Newton "1000pb), 
"Lusemboumg German" (e Feller 79201 pd 1, "Luxembourg German dalec! and "our daier, 
both m 188, "our Geman, or a "poatos mp I00p Bache dasstcaton (1980) deimed 
Letzebuergesch a "own daerf" wich "Tound use ae a "regional Common Jonguage 
Uandechaitche Gemensprachel" (bd ` oted m Newion (1O00pb)l Moss (957) detned 
Letzebuergesch as a Halbsprache "halt Language Newton (1O0pb), bowever, argues Tat 
alreacy Dy 107 was an Ausbhausprache, 


13 bresent Day Language Gituaton 

131 Ropulaton and Gpeakers 

The populaton of fue Grand Duchy of Luxembourg was m 2003. accordmg fo STATEC GUOU3L 
We Luxembourgish ` statsbcs Imneitute, of 448. 200 mhabtants of wich DI 006 were 
Lusembourgerg wo have a native Command ol Letzebuergesch and have jus at Jeast 
Letzebuergesch as fer (7. OT fe 2817 of Toreigonere 1m Luxembourg one Dor also spezaks 


Letzebuergesch ae fer second or rd Language GIL Intematonal (OUU4) wrttes fat m 1008 
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Letzebuergesch was "e L7 of DU. IO spezkerg The otal populaton spezkimg Letzebuergesch rs 
us us over 20.000 spezkerg whtch je gdobty more fan Iceland (DU. IO spezker 
accordmg o Hengksen and van der Auwerg 2002) or Ire Gaehc, 


Ae regarde geographical arezas outaide Luxembourg m which Letzebuergesch IS spoken, GI 
Dbid 1 wrtes fat VS also spoken m he neigbbourng Countries of Luxvemboum Le Belotum, 
France, German, but also m fe USA A Ingouste description of Drewat mmorants US 
Letzebuergesch can be found m JP Hoftman (006: 71481. 


132 The Trlmgusal Stuation Im Luxembourg 

The Luxembourg Jaonguages ac (oi 1994) gives authorttv jo free onguages Letzebuergesch, 
French, and Geman. The Tat atce of We a siates fat "he natonal onousge of fe 
Luxembourgerg e Letzebuergesch" (La Iangue nationale des Luxemboumgeos est Je 
Jusembourgeos "1 The second article siates fat he anguage of egslaton e French, and hat 
Wwenever 3 evt of aw e supplemented with a ranslatton, only fe French version IS vald The 
Wurd and We four article state fat (e Gates administrative and ucdcal anguages are wibout 
am decrminatton French, German, or Letzebuergesch Futhermore, when a reguest e written Im 


one of De anguages, fe admmtstraton Is jo reply back m (at Language, as Tor ae Dossible 


In puble school educaton, children are alobabetsed m German and hus mmersed m German. 
medhum education rom a ven voung age LD veare ol One vest ater, hey start eammg 
French ae a Toreigon Janguage, unt! 1 becomes fe medium of ober secondan education. 
Englteh ps Gugbt from fe second vear of secondan education (14 years old. Letzebuergesch 
IS sporadcalhy Lought as a written Jonguage and most (1 speakerg Canpot wrte Letzebuergesch 
acCordmg jo he oitcal opellmg ules Letzebuergesch Jessons m Drmap and fe rat vear ot 
SeCopdan education are, V at al, dedcated to reading and eammg Letzebuergesch hchon and 


Doetm Dy heart, 


Ae for ae fe written media go, artcdes mn newspnapers and ma0azmes printed m Luxembourg end 
Io be moeihy written m French and German (ee Hoffmann, FE "10061. Letzebuergesch and other 
Jonguages such as Engleh, Walan or Portugouese are Jess use The spoken media, bhowever, use 
Letzebuergesch as fer common Jongouage whereas oiher Joangusges such as French or Enoleh 
Iend Io be broadcast as well 


Z note hat Dräi has ophy kent "he mtal oloeve wbereas fue ost nlosive bas been Tgcatvised: oi: 
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Announcemente, road agng and am other wien miormatve data end jo be wrtten m French, 
us ummg French mto Luxembourg e nous Tranca bebween Luxembourgerg and (er Toreon 


Dopulaton. 
German, op he other hand, has ost ts prestge since fe Nazi mvason mn fe Gecond Word War, 


1A3TheUses tor Letzebuergesch 

Ae Tor as e spoken use of Letzebuergesch je concemed Ve (e ane oua non nguage 
between Luxvembourgers A Luxembourgish 3 m-oroup Copnversaton would not awitch from 
Letzebuergesch o NHG, Tor mstance, he more Iomal fe opnic oeis Gpezking Im own hals 


churches, and partament, Tor metance, (e us done most of fie me m Letzebuergesch, 


H. bowever, a Lusembouger e spezaking Io somebocdy who Is not a Luxembourger fen fe 
Choice e Wrehy done op e basis weber or not fe oreoner knows Letzebuergesch or not. 
Wey do, Letzebuergesch wll be spoken or at eat Code-awvitchng will be done Imvclhving 
Letzebuergesch and another Jongusage The author of us Dapner, Tor Imneiance, spezks wi bes 


Portugouese Trends a misture of Letzebuergesch and French, 


Wrtten Letzebuergesch, op fe other hand, eviets on rarer orCasiong. administrative Jetierg such 
a wäier, glechioiv or Ielepbone bis, or bur or degree Certfcates are written Im French, 
However, personal Jetierg end Io be other written m NHG or Letzebuergesch, Newer wrtten 
medumg such ae email, mobile phone MS (evisi or opnlme chattng are written Im 
Letzebuergesch, but because of fer more mtormal aepechs, oer onguages occur as wel The 
1Zvear od Cousin o he author of is paper, Jor meiance, writes MS Io her Irende m 
Letzebuergesch, French and German. 


There je, (us, no domain m whuch Letzebuergesch e no spoken bhouever, wrtlen 
Letzebuergesch e sl not a publc Teature, fus Wumimg fe Grand Duchy — oo jouets funk — mio 
a French-spesakimg (e French-wng) country. The resson Jor not wrtmng m Letzebuergesch je 
because French and. m a more moderate proporton, NHG have more Drestge E Hofmann 
(906: 1201 wies fat "most Luxvembourgers do not ke having jo read fer own Ionguage 
wich je Imked Io he osue of Dresbge but also Io he GC at Dupils Jeam Io read and wrte 


3 Luxembourgish" here reiers o he adlechve, wherezs "Letzebuergesch" reters o he anousge, 
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Wrough German and not fer LU). Newton (1Oüpa 27 aroues fat "Tlteracy m Lëtzebuergesch 


was nOL, and elle not, considered a matter of am urgency. ` 


LA Generd Lngoustc Aepecls ol Letzebuergesch 
One mterestng Dhonologcal Teature of Letzebuergesch wich wll be relevant m what Tolows 
We so-called "mobile mn1m1z" or Rule of Etel (NG Eier Regel) wich general omite nal 


epp of am word when an Det word does not begip wi 3 vowel or wi Toi, IO. d Ireland 


db 
Wann dac3 kenge? Brudder e? oroussech Lausbout ass, da enn ech Groussen e 


H vour Ile brother a ` bg scoundrel e, fen am T bo-one a 
kengen Eeialt 

Ind DipCOmDOOpD, 

"Irvour tte brother (e a big scoundrel, hen me bg one am a Jttle nmcompoop. 

Upspired from Braum 2002) 


His possible (nat (e parts) oss fe mal mm): je related o fe oss of Case marking. The on 
Cäses remaining are Common Case (ccUsatve and Nomimatve), Dative and Io a Certamn evient 
LGenitive. Case e morphologcallv marked op determmerg, Dropnoung and attrbutive adiechves, 
not, bowever, on pnouns The dstnchon behween nominatve Loubiecl) and accusative (direct 


obiecH e made Dy word order. 


De Gchoulmeeschier ` schléit de Gchüler. 

The ieacher bis We Dun, 

"The teacher buts (e pupl 

De Gchüler Schlent de Gchoulmeeschter. 
The pupl bis De Ieacher. 


"The pupl bis fue Ieacher. 


There are free genders m Letzebuergesch masculne, Jemimine, and neutral Some words have 


De same gender as mNHG, but obers are coser jo French, 
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Letzebuergesch NHG French Englteh 
Same ae mNHG d'Sonn (em) de Gonne (em ` Jesolellmasc)l ` fe sun 
de Mound (masc 1 der Mond masc) Jaune (em) We moon 
Same ae Im French d'Z1 (em der Zegel (masc 1 Ja ue (em We ne 
de Botter (masc) ` de Butter (em) ` Je beume (masc) butter 


Table 2 Gender assignment Im Letzebuergesch 


Ae or number, Letzebuergesch make fue detnchon between amgoular and ural ae m English 


and NHG here Is no mdeimite plural aide 


Letzebuergesch verbe are coniugated accordmg Io Gerson and number, but apart Tom some 
modals, most verbe m fe Dresent Iense m he mdicative mood onhy show 3 or A Jomes he Zni 


Gerson Singular, he A9 Gerson aingular, fe Zi Gerson plural, and e remamnder 


Person 8 Number ` sinn (bel hunn (have maachen (make) 
Jet person singular ` sinn Hunn maachen 
Znd Derson Singular ` bass hues méchs 
Ad pDereon singular ` ass buet mecht 
Isi person plural ` sinn hunn maachen 
And pDerson plural ` sinn but maacht 
And person plural ` sinn hunn maachen 


Table 3 The Letzebuergesch Verb Forms (Present Tensel 


For e past Iense, Giandad Letzebuergesch has oe most pDreiert Dast Jomes, us relving on 
De Dertect aspnet Io express pos events Dke mNHG and French, Letzebuergesch Can use 
eher he sn (Del auslan or he bunn (have) ausilan along wi fe Dost partcple Io evpress 
We Dertec) aspect, am je many use with moton verbe and change 2tsiate verbe (md sn) 
wereag bunn je used Tor ober verbe. 

D'lescht Joer al mer an d'Vakanz ` gaangen. 

These vear aIG We Im e bholtday ` oone 


"Last vest, we have gone T went on holday 


Ech hu meng Drot Gesinn. 
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(have my Teacher ` seen. 


"have seen my Teacher." 


Ae jot ae won order goes, Letzebuergesch e amilar Io NHG as m hatt sa verb second 
Jongusge Im pnop-subordmate dauses he Inite verb ahwavs comes second, whether  iolows he 
Subiec) noun Dhrase or an adiunc, In subordmate dauses, however, he Dmntte ve e m mal 


Dositon. The evcepions jo fat rule are, bowever, modals, ae mentoned below. 
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Gechon 2 Data Descnpton 


In is sechon We verb ginn wll be anahysed accordmg Io e zeman and evntache Construchon, 
Gechon 2.1 kees a ook at (e d-raneitive verb and addponalhy oives al mormphbologcal verbal 
Imilechong. Gechon 27 descrbes e Copular verb meanmg "become" wereas sechon 23 
descrbes De evisiental partcle meanimg "ere olare" Gechon 24 concentraies on he Dässive 
allan ueimng On and m e ost sechon ZA We condrtonal modal will be descrbe, 


Zllhree-Hace Full Verb 

dZ1.1 CGoniugatton 

Theis senge of om je, as already mentoned abouve, "To oive . Is Tommes are mentoned above m 
Table! Ae mmost Letzebuergesch verbes m fe Present Tense fe rel Gerson amour, fe frei 
Derson Dlural and he rd Gerson plural comgde wh one another. However, ey are not fe 
Some In Uer Gast Iense or jn he condttonal mood Ae m French "muvous", fe Zug Gerson plural 


Coincdes with he vom of e 2ud Gerson simgoular "duidr", 


Pronoun (Present Tense Bast Tense "Condrttonal Mode "` Past Parttcple 
Person 8 Number 
Jet Singular Ech Sltdul Oout Oe 
And Smmgular du Oëss Ooufs Oëifs 
And Gmmgular 
- Dias, Wem) 
- Jem. (om! ` "hatt Oe Oout Oe Sltdul 
- Jem fvhoml "a 
-  Deuiral et 
Iet Plural mir gOunn) Ooufetn) Oéëitein) 
Znd Plural dr OIt Oouf Oet 
And Plural sl gOnn) Ooufetn) SIGI 


Table A The forme of ginn 


A1/'Transmttvity 
In English and Geman om oke bot an mdrect and a durect obiect The umnmarked Case 
SeOuence after he verb would alwavs be mdrec obiect (dative case) Tolowed Dy fe dech obiec 


Lcommon Casel megardless wieiher fe mdrec) cbtiecl je a noun Dhrase (7 or a pronoun OL 


WI Ech ` om ` dem Bout e Kichelchen. 
l due ` fe boy a biscunt, 
"Toive a bscut jo e boy ` 

E Ech ` om ` bm e Kichelchen. 
l due ` hm a biscunt, 


"Toye bim a becut. 
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A13Usmg ginn m the Bast 
Albough Table 1 above gives fe decension of on Im Ve posi enge, gouf IS no use when 
Using fe past om of om wen speaking of he UI verb However, oou!f e use wh (e oher 
Uses of Om: Copula, evisiental predhcate, and päseive augilan Us will be decussed below. A 
sentence ke (D) would us be ungrammatpcal, 
OI "Ech gouf ` dem Bouf e Kichelchen. 

l Oave ` We boy a bast, 

"Togve bm a becut jo (e boy 
Instead of usmg De Dreier (e usimg a svnthec Tom, Ue past je Tormed analvicaly with (e 
Deriect ausiltan (Det) bunn "have" and fe post portcple gin (oiven), In order jo be 
Orammaical, sentence (OO) would heretore be transtormed mio: 
E Ech ` bunn dem Bout e kchelche ` ommn. 

l have ` fe boy a biscut Oven. 

"Thëve goiven a biscut o fie boy ` 
Gentence LI uses he present Dertecl: fe past pertec e used m he same way: 
IN Ech ` hat ` dem Bouf ehchelche ` omp. 

l had ` fe boy a biscut Oven. 

"had oiven a bscut Io he boy ` 


A14 Usmg ginn m fe Future 
The future m Letzebuergesch e uauglly expressed, wies Russ (006 O8l. "wi fe present 
Iense and an aver of me, ahough recentiv under fe mtuence of NHG (e Iuture Can aeo be 
exptessed Dy uemg Twäerdenl (6), NHG or jo become" Addrponalhy, Letzebuergesch alen uses 
We ausilan verb goen "oo" Io express fe ture om, bhowever, does not pemmt is ausilan (71. 
ail Ech ` wäert dem Bout eKichelche ` om. 

l become We boy a becut Ohve, 

"wll give a bscut jo fe boy ` 
(7 "Ech ` omp ` dem Bouf ekchelche ` ommn. 

Ech ` o We boy a baut Olve. 

"wll give a bescut jo Ve boy 


ZA Two-place Copular Verb become" 
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A4 1 Meaning 
Ae a ul vert, om does not opt mean "Io Oive" wien ueed ae a diransitve ver, but, used 
mono-Jransitiveh, ach ae a Copular verb and us means "o become" 
II Wann ech ` orouss a, OImn ech ` Pio 
Wien bo am, ` Give l Dlot, 
"When Tm bg, Tm oomg o be a pilote ` 


A47Parallels to German 
German, does nol use geben Io express "Io become" ane  uses fe verb werden wich onhy 
eiis m Letzebuergesch o evpress, as mentoned m 1 A. fe Iuture 
EI Wenn ch gOrOol bm, werde ch Piot, 

Wien big am, become plot, 

"When Tm bo, Tom oomg jo be a plot 
Moreover, whereas German would mosiy use weien Io evpress fe dea ol io become, 
Mewman (1007 2016-7171 also Tound m Escharte ranslaton of Rabelats Gargantua geben used 


as a hWwo-place verb meanng "jo become Lemphasis bel: 


a. Oebst ein guten Goldeschied (123. 28 
vou wll become a good ocldemmn 


b LGeltet hr Fronecken, welche nit gem spinnen, die geben gute Wirtn/ 
(28. 20.20) 
Jan! ut sp fat vour ole who dont ke jo spmn wll make good 
Imkeepersinkeepers wives/ 
(Neuman Gd 


This je, bowever, op obeolete use of geben mNHG "he dosest verb Io express a aimlar 
meaning e Drobabhy aboeben. 


A43Usmg ginn m the Bast 
Ae alrezchy mentoned above Ve mono-Jransitive Use of oinn Can be used me post Ienge: 
(UU ` D'Pamels goout Mamm. 
The bamela ` become mum. 
"Pamels became a mum." 
Wiereas fe ul uses he Perthus bunn Io evpress He present pertecl, he Copular ver uses Ve 
DertAus sn "be" 


(Il ` Gëschter ass ` dPamels Mamm Sid 
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Vesierday D We Pamels ` mum Oven, 

"Pamela has become a mum vesierday ` 
Ae or when ung he apnpropraie Dost Le pas Iense or PBertAux, ere does not seem Io be am 
malor dterence However, Iemporal pDrosimiv could make he detnchon: ass on e used when 
spezking Tor a near Das event wbereas gouf would mdcate a detant past event, This evplaims 
wi (11 uses fe adverb gëschter vesierdäy. 


dA1 Introducthon 
Another meanimg of gomn e "Io eist, wich te simlar jo be NHG version of es obt "toives"" 
(D3 E 0 ` eng Untversitet Zu Bangoor, 
H Olves ` 3 uplverglhy Io Bangor. 
"There je a univeraity 1m Banocr ` 
(Al ` Muer Oelt et Heen, 
Tomormow Oives Läim. 
There be rom Tomorrow. 
Mot only e (14) smlar o e NG Morgen obt e Regen, but vs also dose o fie Penpnsvhvantan 
Dutch Ir wll give rain Iomorouw. 
Futhermore, (13) could also be evpressed wii fe copulg sinn: 
AO ass ` eng Untversitet Zu Bangor, 
M D a Universe Io Bangor, 
"There je a univeraity 1m Bangocr ` 
H e adiunc comes frt Im We sentence, gin kees ef" (pl wbile am "be does not (171 
(Up) ` Zu Bangor Oe et eng Universitéit, 
To Bangor Oives a Upiverglh. 
In Bangcr, ere je a univerahy, 
(UI ` Zu Bangor EE? eng Universitéit, 
To Bangor IS a Upiverglh, 
In Bangor je a univeraty, 


Note (nat mpal Jorcative m Letzebuergesch, ae m German, je more Common Ven m Engheh, 


AA/7 Usmg ginn mn the Bast 


The Letzebuergesch Verb om "oive 


Ae alreachy mentoned above, he past of ginn Can eher be expressed ovntbetcalhv (181 or 
analvitcahy (19) wh fue Peru at. 
(Dä) ` Zu Bangor OouT el eng Univerartert. 
To Bangor Oave a UplvVerglh, 
There was a upniveraiby m Bangoor. 
(UO) ` Zu Bangor ass el eng Univeratent Om. 
To Bangor Du a Uplverglhy Oliven, 
There has been a univeraitv mn Bangor. 
The choice wien Io use wich past e uncdear again: formal versus mtormal speech or spoken 


versus wütten Letzebuergesch mobt mdcate fie diterent 


AA3 Smgulsr and Plural 
Letzebuergesch Uses wo verbal Tomms of ginn wi ef "IC depnendng op weber he Iclowimng 
noun je aimgular OU) or plural 71 The Is dterent from NHG were bot amoulsr and oural 
nouns have fe eg obt onsiruchon. The Letzebuergesch eistental on Copnsiruchon us 
agtrees wf We Tolowmng obiect and not with Ve subtiecl ei". 
GO) ` Zu Bangor Oe et eng Univerartert. 

To Bangor Oives a Upiverglh. 

There Is a univer Im Bangor. 
Il A Wales OImn et vill Universitéiten, 

In Wales Ove lt man Upiverailes, 


There are many univergltes 1m Wales 


ZA Bassive Ausllanm 

ZA1Thebassive Im NHG 

In OId Hoh German, writes Valentn (1096), wo construchong were Used Io express fe Dose 
voice, There was eher smuuuesan "eem" (bel or uuerdhan "werden" (become) followed Dy fe 
Dëst Darticple "(heit use was Complementan wereag sim/uuesan was mosllv sed m e 


present Iense, uuwerdah was more Treuentiv used wi e Dretent Tom. 


Valentin concludes bis paper Dy obsening at Derphraefc "een" was used m a "Dredcativehy 
Orasped staie descrpton" (Valentn 1086: 14) wbereas perphrastc "werden" was more and more 
Used jo descrbe Droceedings and events "3 (bid) 


The Letzebuergesch Verb om "oive 


dZA7Thebassive Im Letzebuergesch 
Whereag Geman ses Ue verb werden "o become, Letzebuergesch uses fe verb on or 
Dässhvisahton. 
Lonseuenthy fe acive sentence (21 wll be poseivised — wiout agent Im 31. with agent m 
GOAL Note at fe agent S evpnressed m Letzebuergesch as prepositonal Ghrase Congistng ot 
vun and either a pronoun Im fe dative Case or a noun Dhräase Im wbuch fe detemmmner e m fe 
dative Case, 
OI Ech ` essen de Kichelchen. 

l eat We bscunt, 

"eat te becut. ` 
3 ` De Kichelchen Oe Oless, 

The bscunt Ohves eaten. 

"The biscut rs being eaten ` 
Al ` De Kichelchen Oe ` vu mir Oess 

The bscunt Ohves ` Dy me eaien. 

"The bscut rs bemg eaten by me 


ZA3Actonal Bassive versus Gtatal Passive 
Whereas O3) and GA) have an achonal pësaive, Huss (1006 OD) oauggests fat ere e also 
anofher Dasehve Copnsiruchon m Letzebuergesch he statal Dasehve ae m OD 
UN ` De Kichelchen as Oe, 
The bscut IS eaten, 
"The biscut Is eaten ` 
DBecause "The becut e eaien" e ambouous m English one ould ao Irangdate y ueimg Huss 
Dbd words "The biscut e Im fue state of being eaten. ` 
Ae one con see fie siatal, or also called fe adechval päsaive does not use he om Dose 


augilan (Dys), but Uses De ver sinn. 


244 Using fe Pväux In (he Bast 

Ae wi fe wo-pnlace verb on, fe DvÄux Can be eher evpressed anahvticalhy m Ve past ueimg 
Oo Op) or can be evpressed svnthetcalhy ueimg Wie sm PertAus wi We PiAus (7) 

pl ` De kMchelche ` gout gess 


3 "So entwich de seim -Umechrebung aimëblch m de Rolle einer Drädkatv auigelafien Zustandebeschreibung, 
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The bscut Oëve ezlen. 
"The biscut was eaten." 

UI ` Thekichelchen ass Olese OImn. 
The bscunt e eaien give. 
"The bscut has been eaten" 


Z3lmpersonel Casse 

ABT IntroductHon 

Just ke m Gemman, Letzebuergesch can use he mpersonal passe, ueing he Däsaive voice Im 
wich fe subiert of je unmarke sentence je Ët or Ve contached Tom, "TT" Moreover, e 
Impersonal passive aCCepie Iransitive verbe O8). mono-ransaitve verbes (CO) and d-ranaitve 
ones OU) 

8 Tt Oouf ` Gedanzt 


H Oo ` dance, 
"Reople danced ` 
DI Tt Oe ` Kuch ` oess 
H Oves Cake elen. 
"People eat cake 
EU d Bréiwer dem Premier ` gescheckt, 
H Oives ` Jetier We DM sent, 


People send Jetters o fe DM. 


A7 Usmg ie Impersonal Passive me Past 
Letzebuergesch accepnts bo Dreiert Tom (11 and fe anahvic om (21 Io express fe Dost Tor 
De mpersonz päsehve No detnchon es made bebween fe one Tom and e oiher. 
EU Ooufe ` Bréiwer dem Premier ` gescheckt, 
H Oaue ` Jettier De PM Sen 
People sent etters to he PM. 


ek, al Bréiwer dem Premier ` Oescheckt OImn. 
M D etters We DM Sent Oven. 
People have sent eiters To fe PM. 


während de werden. Denphrase mmer siërker dozu benutzt wurde einen Vogang wiederzugeben. ` 
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ZB Gonditonsl Mood Aullan 
ABT lntroductHon 
The last unchon om has m Letzebuergesch e (e auvilan evpressing We condtonal mode 
COotrresponde Io fe German würden "would" 
DA Ech oe dr el soen, mee ech wéll nei 
l would vou H ell, ` but l want ` nol 


"would rell fo vou, but dont want To" 


AB/ Anahyttcal Condrtonal Mode versus Svnthettc CGondttonal Mode 
The ausilares sinn "To be and bunn "o have" have fer own Copdrtonal mood verb Tome, wich 
express Dosl events (GOAL H ann and bunn are anahvicallv use wh Condux om, a 
bvpothepcal situation (D e evpressed 
OAI He sot e Wer ` aleng, 
He said, ` be Was ` alone 
"He said he was alone ` 
DN He ao e Oé ` aleng sm, 
He said, ` be would alone be 
"He said he would be aone " 
Modal verbe, bowever, wen used m fe Condtonal mode Cannot be evpressed wi e 
GondÄAux hey have o be dechned anavpcalhy, ke m Enge, 
DD Han sot ` ech ` dert nei ` an d'Gchoul Ooen. 
he ` said oouldCondl not o fe school 00. 
he said could not oo jo school, 
OI "Hatt sot ` ech ` get Dei ` an d'Schoul duerfe Ooen. 
he ` said would no Io We school Con ` Oo. 
"'Ghe said would not can oo jo school" 


dZpB3 ODther Condtional Mood Auxilattes 
Apart rom om, Letzebuergesch has also free other verbes which Can evpress he condrtongl 
mode hey are goen "jo oo" O8L doen "io do" (301. and maachen "io make AU). 
Dä) ` Ech ` oëimg der ` et Soen. 
l gooLtCopndl wou H Së. 


"would rell vou. 
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OD) Ech ` dent der ` et Soen, 
l dottCond wou H SCH 
"would rell vou. 

0) ` Ech ` mecht der ` et Soen. 
l makeiCondi wou SCH 
"would rell vou. 


In Letzebuergesch, bowever, op fe Condux goen je use m parallel wh om whereas det 
and éicht are orl used In some parts of he nortberm Oelng area of e Grand. Duchy. Athough 
keller (10671: 277 wrtes hat géing and det "are used especalhy wen 3 web e evpressed eg. 
NHG würde geme, mochte Twouid ke OT, us Is np onger fe Case m Dresentdäy 
Letzebuergesch, There e no semantc or pragomattc dterence beiween oe and geing sp Tat 
both are reel mterchangeable. 


dBA Word Order 
Word copusn analysis has shown Wat Ve most Commopn seguence Im subordmaie cdauses 1, . ae 
mentoned m Russel (9061, ke m Dutch, he modal ver TIollowing fe non-fmnite verb 7). 
Anolher seguence 7) e fe modël verb precedmg We non-fnite ver Noo Weber (oc 
Suggesle at is seguence may be an NHG mtluence Addrtonalhy, he author of fue paper 
would ke Io eiend is dea and suggest fat us abouve-mentoned seouencge IS a byper. 
COrrechon: when aeking bs Tather what fe seuence was, be eried hat he seguence was Io 
be followed along he NHG word order. 
1) ` Hetee, obs du an d'Schoul ` goe ges, 

He aeks weber vou ` To he school ` oo would, 

"He aka weber vou would oo o school 
2) ` Heireet, obs du an d'Schoul ` geifs goen. 

He ak, weber vou ` Io fe school ` would on. 

"He aka weber vou would oo Io school 
Another seguence also Doseible accordmg Io some native spezkers of Letzebuergesch je fe 
Separaion of modal and non. -fnite 


3 2 Hie fireet, obs du Oëils an d'Schoul ` ooen. 
He ak, weber VOU ` would Io be schogl ` oo. 
"He aka weber vou would oo o school, 


5 am grateful or Dr. Nico Weber ier having sbown me evidence with fe help of he won copus olechon, 


A0 
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Note fat m he above-mentoned evample an d'Schoul e a locatve, roiher fan being a drec) or 
an mdrec) obtiecl H on Ve other hand a drec or mdrec) obiect separate modal and non-Zmtte 
ver, He Construchon je not strich upngrammatcal, but at eaet doubttul 


Slwould ke o fank Saskia van den Berg and Montgue Flecken Tor having enohtened me op hat matter. 


Cal 
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Gechon 3 Theoretncal Backoround 


This sechon will oke a doser ock at fue heoretcal backoround needed o understand what has 
happened above wi je Letzebuergesch ver om. ZGechon 31 Iokes a general ook ot 
Orammaicalsaton, 32 dscusses auvilation Cross-Jngoutstcalhv 3 3 oives a bref overvieuw of fie 
eg OIDI "ere givesle" Consbruchon mp German. Gechon 34 descrbes fe Dässive Congtruchon mm 
NHG and fe Doseive gef m Engleh, Gechon 3 deals with he use of Pertekt and Prätertum m 
Klvlgi 

Al Grammaticaltsaton 

A11 ntroduction 

Heime and Kuteva (OU: 21 deime orammaticalsaton ae he "development Trom Jevical Io 
Orammatcal Tommg and from orammatcal Jomes Io even more grammaical jomg" These Toms, 
De autbors wrte, are ao eiered Io as "Tunchonal categortes" (bd) whereas Hopnper and 


Traugott also speak of "content words" (OU03 A) when Llking of Jevical tems. 


LrossJngusbc research op orammatcalsaton, obsene Hopper and Coss Traugott GOUU2 2 
show "eomelatons across Wme am0ong semantc-DraOmafc, mortphosvntachc and (eomeimes) 


Ghonological changes". 


A good evample o fustrate orammatcaleaton e (e development of negabon m French Lofter 
Hock 19071 TD99p1 104 SGchwegler 10908. bot cted m Hopnper and C loss Traugott 20021 
Step 1: negaton Is acComplehed Dy placing fe negatve partce ge beiore fe verb 
Jenme vos Jenemange Je ne marche 
Tdont see dont eat dont walk 
Step 2 optonalhy, "peeudo-obiecl noumg" are placed after fe verb Io reimtorce fe negaton 
Je ne vos Dom Jenemange me Jene marche pas, 
Tdont see mark Tdont eat orumb 1 dont walk sten 
Step 3 pas, fe noun used when negatng verbe of movement, je sed Ior other verbe as well 
Je ne vos Das Jee mande Das, 
Tdont see jeten), 1 dont eat (sien) 
In sien 3. Das has been ully gorammatcsed mto he second negaton Dortce Giep 4 (usbrates 


Home and kuteva e dam et orammatcal ioms become more gorammatcal 


A 
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Step A ne become optonal m vemaculer French negaton IS accompltehed Dy plang Ve now 
Obligation Dës after fue verh 

Je vos Dës, 

Tdont see 


A1/Processes of Grammaticaltsation 

Hem and hkuteva recognse Tour mam mieelated mechantsms of orammatcalsaton. The rel 
one Is "desemantctzaton" Lor "eemante bleschng) m wich fere e a oss m meaning Content 
(lem and kuteva 2002: 21. In he above example of negaton mn French, (us means (et Das 
Joses ts meanng of step. The second mechanem e "exienaion" wiere fe use of he leica om 
apDeare Ip Dew COntexvts, Das je hus not only Used wh verbe of moon, but ao wh ober verts, 
The hud one Is "decategoralzabon"` fe morthosvntachc Dropertes fat are characheratc of fie 
Jevical Tomms oel oe, Ae Tor e negaton evample, Goss now no onger onaidered as a noun, 


but je mtertpreted as a portcle The last mechantasm e "erosion" were here saloss of "phone 


Subeiance" Although Das je sl poronounced ae Ipal some acCents seem Io DronounCe Dës ae 


ID. bence fe someimes written Tom pt: Weiher he open-0 vowel sa wezker Tom ot 


Dronunclaton or e related o oiher French accents, such as PDcardtan, remams, bowever, unclear. 


A/ Ausltaton 
The moment a verb (e Oiven an (mtnifive Compiement, 
at verb starte down (he road of auviltarness, 
Bolmger (71990 20971 cited m Heine (1902) 
AA1 Introducton 
In order jo evplaim wm a ver Ike om (oivel has become an ausltan over fe years, Heime 
(003 201 assumes at 


"TJëAkvilares express orammatcal Concepts Ivpically relatng jo fe Temporal state (engel, 
De Temporal Contours (äspecl, and fe Ivpe of reziv (modaltv) of Droposifonal Contents 
ICT Gieele 19018 21. almoet mvartabhy, Ingutstc evpressions Jor Wiese Concept are 


derved rom Copncrele enttes descrbing T loeneral notone ` 


Futhermore, a broad et ot hoee notons je given: Jorcatpon Leg. be at, ve ap, moton Ieg op, 

Come), achviby (eg. do. oke, begm, mie), dese (eg want), Dosture Jeg ai, stand), relation 

Leg. be (kel, be wi), posseseaion Leg. oe, have), Heine (bid. 1 also wrtes (at he verbe Drone 
ES 
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Io orammabcalse are verbes of Treguent use and Contevt-jree Thies the case for oo m Engleh, 


which has a more general meanimg Van olber verbe of movement ke walk stroll or sie. 


A47 Give ae an auxilanm 
In a paper op auvilaton Im Europe!, kuteva (1008) brefhy mentons among 20 Jevical verh 
SourCes he ver give wbtch Jeade To an mgressive meaning V Iolowed Dy a prepnositton (optional) 


and ap nfipnltive 


Moie fat m Hmd, dena "oive has become a "vector ver" (Hopper and Coes Traugott 2002: 112 
having ue semantc Tore of Deriechviiv: 

mäi ` ne USe Dälse de die. 

l (Agent hm dative T'Oney Ove (Vechor) gäve. 

"Toye bm fue money. (based on Hook 1074 716. / cted m Hopnper and Coss Traugott 2002 


Heime and bkuteva CGUU2: 14038) also menton give having umed mio various Drepositons such 


as benefachve mn Thai, causative In Vieinamese, or dative Im Modern Mandarin Chinese 


The most mterestng and most relevant auxtaton o Oive IS however m NHG. were al ve 


COopnsbruchong aeo occur wi he Letzebuergesch verb ginn "ove. The will be decussed below. 


AA Ibe Histon of (e Ee obt copnstruchon 

Neuman (10071 points out (et NG has wo dfferent copnsiruchong with he verb geben "oive", 
The fret construchon would unchon ae a "ee place Dredcate" (Newman 1007 2071 wbereas 
We other Consiruchon Tunchong os 3 "hwo-pnlare predicate wi an Impersongl subiect, 
COrTespondng approsimaiely To e Enoleh ere jlare construchon." ubd 


In order o explaim Vue opgo1m of Ve eistental copnsiruchon, Ve author nde earhy examples of Ve 
eg Of construchon m Fiechart e (4017. 200) Iranslaton of Habelae Gagantueg, fe German 
Wile bemg Geschchikldterung, 


Neuman dentfes geben m fhee baiorcal atages In Midde Hoh Geman (120 — C 7201 her 
IS he free place verb op fe one hand LN transiers V Io /Z. and on he other hand he Wwo-ace 
ver wi Hee dterent meanings ` 3 becomes V. 3 producesivielde V. A eade jo v In fe net 


7 Kuteva (1908: 2041 mam anahuses Indo- European and Fmo-Uopc nguages, 


A4 
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eiorcal stage Newman Jocates Fischarts wrtmng Leecond hat CID wi he some 
Construchons ae Ve stage betore, addimg, bhowever, wo more emergimng Consiruchong There wll 
oCCUr V. There eet V "heat stage sNHG, wi fe same Constuchons as e Drevious 


Stage wh e ophy excepton Wat We copnsbruchon "a becomes Ve not m use apmore. 


The evoluton rom he free place ver o fe bwo-pnlace ver, argues Neuman, happened va fie 
"A Droduceslvielde copnstruchon. Neuman (100/ 23231 denttfes Tour stages wi (e TIolowing 
evamples: 
Stage 1 A pDroducesivielde V. 

Der Oien obt Wäume "The oven providesigoives wa. 
Btage 2 Aleadeioy. 

Wenn du das ust, obt e em Ungoitck "IW vou do hat here wll be a calamv ` 
Stage 3 There will ocour y. 

Es obt bald Regen. "There will be rom soon ` 
Stage A There eiss y. 

In desem Eluss oft es vele Fsche "There are mam Teh m ie ver ` 


NH geben only has je meanmg of Wansierng and fe meaning ol evistng wereag Te 
meaping Oo becomng got Jost between e C71p0n and fe NHG period The on ogonaie 
Dowadaovs Corresponde jo aboeben ae m Er würde einen outen Lehrer aboeben. "He would make 


a good Teacher." 


A4 Thellse o Hertekt and Hrätertum mNHG 

As we have seen above, Letzebuergesch has m Ve non-Jexical use of om (and some other 
Jevical verbe) wo simple Toms of exptesaing fe Das The nret one je suntheitc Le gouf gave 
and fie second one e analuttc (e Du om hëve oiven" In Letzebuergesch, Braun (GO00: 26) 
Colle Uese wo respnechve Ienses Dy her French names "Imparfait and "Passé Composé In 
NHG, (ey are reiered Io as "Prätertum" (oa "gave! and "Hertekt" (habe gegeben "häve gven")1 


AN 
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Come (1008: 1481 wrtes fat "mn some TI varietes Tof NHGl he Präiertum has been 
Completely ost, In berg may supive Im a handiul of verbe, Jor msiance 1m We modal verbe and 
"be " Furthermore, be obsenes fat 


"The dterence between fe Pertekt and he Prätertum mm German Is dearhy dtferent 
Irom hat between fe Perte and Gmple Past m Engleh, despite e eivmological 
enfiv or neat-denfty of wo Das One characherstc of fe Engleh detnchon e (at 
De Pertect reoutres copntnumg relevance of he Gast atuaton of fe present moment, 
wble Ve Gumple Daet does not have am such eouirement, In Gemen, fe Hertekt Can 
be used mn evamples hat have no Contnumg relevance " (bid ` 7181 


He concudes bes paper hat fie Hertek! Is used when reiemmg Io an achon wi no Dneressan 


present rlevance and (nat fe Präiertum IS used when reierng o some acHhon with 3 past Dom, 


Es 
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Gechon A Discusson 


This part of fe paper appes fe feoreical knowledoe rom he Drevous sechon jo fe data 
Dresented Im sechon 2 Gechon A. 1 evplams fe relatonshp bebween he ul (evical ver and fie 
Orammaicsed Jomes while establtshung a seguental order of fhose dfferent Tome ZGechon A 2 
deale with fe anavtc and ovnthec Tomg of fe past use of fe non-Jexical omg of om. 
Gechon A 3 want Io predc Ve ture development of om. 


d! From Levical Io Grammaical 


11 ThetGrammatcaltsed Form of oinn 

Ae seen Im sechon 3372. achon verbes ke do or oe have orammatcsed Le developed mio 
augilares m Indo- European (buteva 10081. Give saiuther jo his as also has orammaticsed 
Im anguages ke Hund (Hopnper and COoss Traugott 20073 Hook 10041. The, Veinamese, and 
Lhimese (Heme and kuteva 20021 HS bus not surprsimng Io Ind fat spe ver having 


change over Dme m Letzebuergesch, 


Because ere e no written Letzebuergesch data beiore fe ate C7100h. one mobt speculaie fat 
Letzebuergesch orammatcsed on us fe same wä as NHG dd This posablty will be 


evplamed m Ve following sechons. 


12 Ginn "Become" 

Zmlar o Neumans ams (1907) descbed m sechon 33. he Tret gorammabcsed Tom of om 
Drobablhy meant "become" The changes (at orcurred Im German Drobabhy occured Im 
Letzebuergesch ae well Unlke NHG. however, Letzebuergesch has retaned (us meanmg ol 
"become" un) Today. 


Because of he bomopbomy and bomograpby (ees Table A) of om Toye" and goen "oo" me 
present Iense, Huss (006 OD) auggests fat "a contuson could have) agsen between ech om 


"Toye" and ech on "1 oo" Ths suggests (at he mal orammatcalsed verb was not "oive" but 
"oo". Both Huss and Newton Loee Append) support Us dea wh he Engleh copula "oo" ae m" 
oo blmd Letzebuergesch spezkerg us saving Ech oi bon could eier mean "Toye bmd or, 
ae Huss and Newton Dropnoese, " oo bmd Abough fuere je mo verb-Jomal dretnchon between 
De jet Gerson amour and e free persons 1m He plural of bot verbe, fe detnchon Is made m 
De Zi Derson and he 2 Gerson aimgular, "Du gees bien wi ooen "oo" e hus ungrammatcal 


Im Letzebuergesch and only gin "Ooive je grammattcallv Core: Du gëss bom. 


EI 
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Person 8 Number ` opp "oive: doen "oo": 
Present Tense Present Tense 


Jet person simgular 
Jud Derson sipngular 


SlVtetédt klidlte td) 


gëss JOasl gees JOe sl 
21 Derson SI0Ugr oën Jost geet Joe 
Iel Derson Hal ` ann om! ginn om! 
Ad Gerson Dua) ott Jor ott Jor! 


27 Detson Hugl ` ams Jon gmn Jon! 


Table 5. The Homopbony and Homography of ginn "give" and goen "oo" 


dA13Thebassive ginn 

Accordmg To Newton (ppendr), German uuerndbhan werden" (become) "are aleo Iound m Te 
Letzebuergesch/ uxembourgteh! medieval verse poem Volanda von Vianden (ca "20011 
There are no eamples ot geben (NHG "oive 1 Tmeantngl werden (NHG become) m he Text, and 
only werden m fue Iotter senge occurs. Go at what Domt "om" Tac) stenped m o oke over from 
werden je a msten " Nico Weber (p. € 1 bhowever, suggeste hat fe author of he poem mobt not 
be a speaker of he ocal WestFranconan Ianguage One Cou suggest hat uuerdhan could 


have been "wmported" from elsewherge. 


We have us wo feortes bere eher werden has never been part of Ve Jocal Luxembourgish 
Iopngue and uuerdban was Uus a Germantsm, or uuerdhan and om Co-oCcUrted at one Doimt m 


Wme, Tolowed Dy We aimgle use of om. 


The development rom om "become mio fe Dässive auilan can be evplaimed Dy analog, 
frouh Strang e (1970: 10.71: oted m Dentson 10072: 4701 evplanaton how fe Engleh get 
ver Wumed mio fe Dosshve auxltan. he descnbes he non-ntte verb Tolowng fe Dässive 
auvilan as a "predicate wich ould be ken as a Dorttcpne" (bid ( Thus, "He become 
aCOuSinted wii ber." develops mio "He gei acouainted wh her". 


LGaeia Uortbcoming) explains Im a Daper win "oive" "has become reit an mchoative verbe 
exptessing a begimningl and Conseguenthy he auvilan Tor fe Doseive LGaeiapclL He wies 
Wat fe development of he Letzebuergesch on pDasaive has emerged Trom fe oroinal 
Cäusalive zeman elension of "give", wbuch has been mentoned m 33. and oof op fe some 


"Track" ae NHG werden and ahared hus e some destmn (Gaeta op CHL 
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Morsover, fe Letzebuergesch Doseive Om Orammaicalsaton has eviended Haspelmaths 
(1000) general mae of he sourres Ior Dose development (Goetz fortbcomimng), Ae seen m 
Fous 1. Gausative and machve vers have diterent Daths These are bowever, not oute detnc 
Tor Letzebuergesch as Haspelmath aesumed (pd 


Lcausaiive ausland) 3 CäUsave 23 rellesive-Cäusative 
mache ausilan 3 resultatve 
Lt Däsaive portcplel 
reflesive pnoun 
elleuhve 3 anfCäusatve Dässve 
reflevive Dronoun 


plural Dronoun 
OenerzGed subiect 3 desubiechve 
COpnsiruchon 


(general person pronoun) 


Fioure 1. TheVatous Sources for Passive Development (Gaeta orthcomimng. see Haspelmath 
1900) 


14 Seouental Order 

Foure 2 below abows a possible explanaton of We development (e gorammatcalsaton of fe 
Verb on "Oive m Letzebuergesch HS assumed (nat m e rei stage a detnchon was made 
between he 2 place verb meammg "A Iransiere A jo Z" and fe 2ace verb meanimg "a bercomes 
VT na later stage, fe second place ve kept te meanmng of becomimg, but also mcluded (ue 
evisiental Construchon and fe Dassive Congtruchon. In a oter stage Ve pässive Construchon ed 


Io he standard" Laochonal passive and e mpersonal passive. 


Ae Tor he Condäus, fe condrtonal mood ausilan, one can only observe hat Letzebuergesch 
Jost most of Ve copndronal mood Iorms and onhy a couple of hem remain nowadavs In order jo 
COmpensaie Jor fat oss, some verbe eil conserving fer condrtional mood om were Used a 
an auilan. These verbe were Oeif "would give", geing "would op. deit "would do" and mécht 
"would make Ae already mentoned m Gechon 2. present day Letzebuergesch onhy Uses oe 
and geing. 


E 
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Full Verb 
Full Verb CondAu Decome 


Decome Evietenttal 
LAchonal) Hassive 
Dy 


Impersonal Haseive 


Fioure 2 The Development and Grammattcaltsaton of ginn "give" mLetzebuergesch 


Untortunatehy, because of a lach ot Letzebuergesch data beiore fe C7100, Foure 2 can only 


show a possible seguental development ot om, and not a chronologcal one. 


A2 Iebast Iense mn letzebuergesch 

d/1TheLevical Verbe loss of the Pretet Fom 

Desptte Hopper and Coss Traugott GO03) wtng Wat orammabcsed Ioms Tend Io be 
morphologtcalhy aimpler fan her exical counter parts, Letzebuergesch on proves Io be fe 
opposite he Jevical ve does not Gem he preiertt and e hus ess morpbologcallv ch fan Us 


Orammaichsed Iomms. 


Interestnghy enough, "e fe evcal verb aone (at aous fe bunn "have" Gertechve oul 
Wwiereas Ue Consiruchons resultng rom "become (see Table D) have am "be as er 
Detiechve auslan. Une can ai eat heorse at fe detnchon between fe evical ve and 


"become je gute mportant, 


47 Thebemainder m Letzebuergesch 

Ae opposed Io NHG, opt a couple of verbes Leee Table 4 adapted from Braun 2000: 271 hëve 
kent her preiertt Iomme Those verbe mchude modals Je og om, kënen, sollen), ocative verbe 
Je 0. bleiwen, goen, kommen, Jeien, sëtzen), fe wo pertechve aulares am and bunn and 


Some Oolher verbe. 
Ae Tor Comes obeenabong on e use ol Pertekt and Prätertum m Geman( 1008. see 34) 


Wey Could apphy o Letzebuergesch as welt however, Nico Weber pc 1 proposed fat he preiet 


Tomm suggest a more "TIteran or biohly marked style 


AU 


Inttntttval Englteh Pretertt Form: 
Form Translaton jet Person Singular 
bleiwen Hemaim Dout 
bréngen Brng Brecht 
doen Do doung 
Oesinn Ges Oesouch 
Om Live Gouf 
Ooen Lo Ooung 
heeschen be called houscht 
bunn Have Hat 
kënnen Lan konnt 
kommen Come koum 
kréien Get krut 
Jeien le (poeiton) ` Louch 
Sëtzen E Goutz 
Sinn De War 
Soen Gay Got 
sollen Ehould Got 
wëllen Want Wollt 
Wëssen Know Wousst 
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Table p Some Remaintng Preter Foms Im Letzebuergesch 


We could suggest fat fe Jevical ver on has Ioloved he jendency of other eical verbe To 
Iooee her Dreiertts whereas e orammatcsed Ioms have jolowed he Iendency of auvilares 
and modals jo keen erg 


A3 Thekuture Development of on 

There are wo mam Tuture development (at can be Dredhcded from fe present anälvais of om. 
The frt one je fat e avec om of oinn (oouf could well deappear mn e uture Being 
alreacdht now a hoby make Tomm and Drobably op use mm Iierature, speakerg ot 
Letzebuergesch moht orhy use fe anahvic Tomm. Ae  happened wh olher verbe, "t oul well 
happen o ginn ae well Note at is process of "onahticisabon" e aeo hapnpenmng mn other (oral) 
European Jonguages such French and German. 


The second development je fe Choice of wo ondtonal mood auvilares, Oe and oemg. 


Albough has been sauggesied (at Oeëing evtpreseed volton, is je no Jonger fe Case now. 
Letzebuergesch wll keen both ausilares, regardless of fer use, 


A 
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A aset development Io Iollow e fe word order of modäls and non-ntte verbes Im subordmate 
Causes Albough only bref decussed m sechon 264. Ingousts sbould be mtroued Io watch 
We modals stabilaing 1m one partcular Doeiton, or else, ofteng several possibilttes 
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Gechon P: CGopnchusion 


Albough "he Grand-Duchy o Luxemboum Is dose Io German, severgl Drorcesees Im 
Letzebuergesch are dtierent Io fhose mNHG This Dopner sbous (at he Letzebuergesch verb 
OInn "oive" e not only a ul ver,  aso has he meanng of "becomimg, can be use Io express 
evisience (ke NHL VS used Io mdicaie fe Dässive voice (ncdudmg We mpersonal Dässhvel, 


and le acopndittonal mood marker. 


Data m Gechon 2 sbows fat only he ul ver does not permt he Dreiert Tom and has fe bunn 
"have" Dertechve auvilan wereas he other ses of on accept bot fe sunthettc and anahvtc 
Tome Io express Ue past and express fe pertect frouh he sn "be" auvilan. Addrponalhy, 
Letzebuergesch modals (here oe and géing) Come beiore non-Zmifte verbe m subordmnaie 
Causes, athough oiher positong are also Dossble Io a certain evtent, 


Gechon 2 explaims orammatcalsaton, auilaton and ww a ver Ike "give" Can eviend e 
original meanimng, Ir draws on an evample of NHG were geben "give IS use m an evisiental 
Construchon, Furthemore sechon 2 evplains fe semantc diterence between Ve sunthetc and 


anahvfc Tomg Io evtpresg fe post 


Gechon A Wies Io account Tor om m Letzebuergesch m respect jo e diterent Tommes H also 
decusses fe post oms of on and Dredchs (at fe svnthbeitc Tom ould deappear ae Ve 
already now hoblv marked 


UDveral, Se semantc evienmgion of fe Letzebuergesch om verb feat has opened he wä Io 


Orammatcalsation, 


From "us Dopner severa Turher research jopcs have aisen The rel one e general 
Orammaicalsaton mn Letzebuergesch Le wich Jevical words have Iurmed mio gorammatcal 
words A second opt e he loes of Dreier Ioms m Letzebuergesch. A fur op e fe se ot 
Letzebuergesch modals with svpntachc comparsons wf fe bunn and am auxilartes and wi 
Spechal Concenttaton op, however Ile has been dealt wi m is paper, e word order ot modal 


and nopn-Hnife verb mn subordinale causes 
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The author o Us Goper hopes hat Letzebuergesch wll not emam he Jeast Wngoutstcalhy 
Investoaied Jongusge m Europe and at more research will be done op he Jonouage of Ve "le 
borough", 
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Appendx: Emma 


Date Thu, 23 May 2003 112223 0100 

From "TG Newion" GG Newtongüshefteld ac uk: 
To: Cednc kummes —eluch/Gübhangor ac uk: 
Gubiect Re Letzebuergesch 


Dear Cedric, 


LI 


IC) CGoncermnng fe "om"! "ooen! ung 1 ddnt mean hat Deople used contaminaton Torms of bo 
OT ege verbe, but amphy fat Tech om" (old epellmg, which 1 oreier) cen. accordmg Io (e 
"Luxemburger Worterbuch!, mean bot "ch oehe and "ch oebe amlarhy "mr om! — "wir 
Oehen"! wir geben", "ei om! — Tee gehen"! "ee geben! and possiblhy also "dr ot" — "hr geht"! "br 
Oebt" Lolthough "dr oer e also TIound Tor "hr oebt) This e ne nowäadavs, but m Drevious 
Ceniures, wen no one Could read or wrte, how Could ey know wbetber "ech o ban" e 
achuglhv "ich oehe bimd" or "ch gebe blmd'7 Or weber "ei oi IT e "oe gehen ut or "oie 
geben Tu 


RK? 


(el Ae Jor he condtonall modus modestae, or waiever vou ke io call vou seem Io have 


free posabiltes m Luxembourgish: "ech oe dat néi man", "ech geing det nët man", and ech 
deit dat néi man" Perbape vou can ell me what e dfierence je 


UI The werden! Jomes are Iound m OId Hoh German ae well as Old Engoleh, The are ao Iound 
Ip vour medeval verse Doem "Tvolanda von Vianden" (ca 22001, ae he ollowing Ines rom et 
Show: 


D'T37 dat kint was mimmebëre, 
DI33 00, zubttch, eme, milde, 
D'24 schün als em enges bilde, 
U) 25 Iüteéltch baz dan eimich kint, 
D'2p dat wart an hm beziget aimt. 
D'14A8 emm ter Ogoenspvgeldlas 
D140 wart eu den gouden al zehant: 
DIDU ey was goehel zen oam 


There are no evamples of geben" — werden" m he Ievt, and ont werden" m (us Ioiter senge 
oCCUrS, Go at what Doimt "om! stepped m jo oke over from "werden! e a mvstem. 


Kai 

Deel wiehes Tor now. 

Gerald Newton 

Dr G Newton Director Centre or Luxemboumg Giudies University ot Zheiteld Gheiteld G"0 21N 
England Tel 114. 233 20000 Fax O114. 237 21p0 


KI 


